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Abstract

The aim of the study was to examine the essence and dynamics of changes in the
relationship between national and supranational law in the context of globalization
processes. The work carried out a comparative legal analysis of regulatory
mechanisms in a number of countries, Azerbaijan, Israel, Iran, and Turkey, which
served as examples of varying degrees of openness to international legal influence
and different models of interaction with globalization processes. It was established
that globalization, as a multidimensional phenomenon, had a direct impact on the
reduction of national jurisdiction. As a result of the study, the concept of adaptive
sovereignty was proposed, which envisioned the ability of states to respond
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flexibly to global challenges while preserving the foundations of legal identity and
control over the internal legal space.

Keywords: legal pluralism, transnational law, international obligations, national
jurisdiction

La globalizacion y su impacto en el orden juridico estatal:
desafios a la soberania estatal

Resumen

El objetivo del estudio fue examinar la esencia y la dindmica de los cambios en la
relacion entre el derecho nacional y el supranacional en el contexto de los procesos
de globalizacion. El trabajo realiz6 un analisis juridico comparativo de los
mecanismos regulatorios en varios paises, Azerbaiyan, Israel, Irdn y Turquia, que
sirvieron como ejemplos de diversos grados de apertura a la influencia juridica
internacional y diferentes modelos de interaccion con los procesos de
globalizacién. Se estableci6 que la globalizacion, como fenémeno
multidimensional, tuvo un impacto directo en la reduccion de la jurisdiccion
nacional. Como resultado del estudio, se propuso el concepto de soberania
adaptativa, que contempla la capacidad de los Estados para responder con
flexibilidad a los desafios globales, preservando al mismo tiempo los fundamentos
de la identidad juridica y el control sobre el espacio juridico interno.

Palabras clave: pluralismo juridico, derecho transnacional, obligaciones
internacionales, jurisdiccién nacional

Introduction

Globalisation is a key force in the modern world, transforming interstate
relations, socio-economic processes, and legal systems, and presenting states with
specific challenges, in particular, the blurring of national sovereignty boundaries,

the restriction of autonomy in legal decision-making, and the need to adapt

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

national legislation to international norms and standards.
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These processes promote the development of international law and
normative integration, which can both improve regulation and limit states’
autonomy in internal decisions. Uc (2024) analysed how globalisation transforms
national legal systems by subordinating these systems to global norms. The
author’s research showed that states lost part of the control over legislation due to
the growing influence of supranational structures, which created tension between

national and global legal systems.

Under current conditions, states adapted to a reality in which legal
sovereignty depended on external factors (Mukayev et al., 2022). Makovetska et
al. (2024) examined how governments sought a balance between preserving
autonomy and participating in international mechanisms. The analysis indicated
that integration into global institutions contributed to modernisation but weakened
absolute independence, forcing states to concede part of the autonomy in favour

of international cooperation.

The concept of sovereignty required rethinking within the framework of a
multilevel legal environment. EImanaseer and Aloun (2024) argued that modern
states functioned in a complex legal context in which external sources of law were
gaining increasing significance. The research emphasised that the growing role of
international law compelled states to adapt national systems to global standards,
reducing the independence in the legislative process. Afyare (2024) analysed the
concept of “distributed sovereignty”, which emerged from the necessity to
consider the positions of international organisations, investors, and regional

associations. The findings showed that states lost part of the autonomy due to

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

pressure from global actors, which required new governance models that

combined national interests with international obligations.
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Economic globalisation had a dual effect. Funke and Zhong (2024) explored
how it facilitated the effective implementation of regulatory policies and the
modernisation of public administration. However, the analysis showed that this
phenomenon complicated independent policymaking in areas such as security,
energy, and information sovereignty, as states were forced to coordinate the
actions with global economic trends.

Atar and Kirboz (2024) analysed the process of reforming local governance
in post-Soviet Azerbaijan, focusing on structural changes and reform initiatives.
The analysis illustrated the complexity of balancing external influence with
preserving internal state autonomy. Azerbaijan sought to modernise governance
while preserving strategic independence but faced challenges due to the pressure
of international norms and economic interdependence, which required flexible
approaches to maintaining autonomy. It is worth noting that attempts to modernise
public administration under globalisation may be accompanied by both positive

transformations and internal resistance.

Alihuseynli (2021) investigated the impact of international norms on
constitutional changes in post-Soviet countries. The author’s analysis showed that
the pressure of global standards often forced states to revise the constitutional
norms, leading to a partial loss of autonomy in the legislative process, while
simultaneously promoting harmonisation with international legal principles.
Colak and Yikict (2024) analysed legal contradictions arising during the
adaptation of local legislation to the requirements of the European Charter of

Local Self-Government. The research demonstrated that attempts to implement

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

international standards of self-government created conflicts between local legal

traditions and European norms, which complicated the preservation of national
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legal identity but promoted decentralisation and improved the effectiveness of

local governance.

In parallel, a critical discourse developed concerning the “chilling” effect of
international legal mechanisms on states’ political will. For instance, Moehlecke
(2020) argued that the practice of international investment arbitration exerted a
deterrent effect on governments, forcing the governments to avoid decisions that
might trigger claims from transnational corporations. This directly affected the
sovereign right of states to pursue policies in the interest of the citizens,
particularly in areas such as environmental protection, public health, and market

regulation.

In the regional context, using the example of Azerbaijan, the specific
features of interaction between global challenges and the aspiration for strategic
autonomy could be observed. Valiyev et al. (2022) examined the impact of the
global crisis caused by the war in Ukraine on Azerbaijan’s foreign policy and legal
orientation. The analysis showed that the crisis reinforced the need to balance
international cooperation with the protection of national interests, which promoted
the formation of a flexible foreign policy but created challenges for maintaining

legal autonomy.

Huseynov (2024) analysed the strategies Azerbaijan used to maintain
political and legal independence under pressure from regional and international
actors. Azerbaijan used diplomatic and economic instruments to reinforce its
autonomy, which allowed it to counter external influence but required the

adaptation of internal legal mechanisms to global conditions. The analysis

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

conducted showed that globalisation significantly influenced the transformation

of legal systems, limiting state autonomy in decision-making, generating tension
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between national and international law, and creating a need for new approaches to
preserving sovereignty under external pressure. The aim of this study was to
identify the mechanisms through which transnational and supranational legal

regulation affected national legal systems.

1. Materials and methods

The study was conducted throughout 2023 until May 2025 within the
framework of an interdisciplinary legal analysis aimed at identifying current
challenges to state sovereignty under conditions of globalisation. A deliberately
formed sample of five states was used, which made it possible to reflect
typological diversity in relation to the influence of international law. The inclusion
criteria for the sample were: the presence of active international engagement,
relevant experience of integration with or resistance to supranational law, and the
availability of a regulatory framework open to public analysis. The sample was

formed based on representativeness for regional and politico-legal comparison.

The study's material foundation included several official legal documents,
including constitutional provisions, foreign policy legislation, and laws pertaining
to legal integration, as well as pertinent international treaties from Azerbaijan,
Iran, Israel, Turkey, and Ukraine. These documents provide the basis for
comprehending how national legal systems adjust to global influences. Notable
instances include the Constitutional Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On
Normative Legal Acts” (2021), which delineates the interplay between national
legislation and international standards, and Israel’s Basic Law: Human Dignity

and Liberty (1992), which articulates the fundamental rights of individuals within
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the nation’s legal framework.
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Additionally, integral to the study were Basic Law: The Government (2001),
which governs the structure and functioning of the Israeli government, and the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran (1989), which enshrines principles of
sovereignty and independence while incorporating certain international norms.
The Turkish Civil Code (Law No. 4721) (2002) was analysed, demonstrating
Turkey's legal modernisation in accordance with European norms. Ultimately,
Ukraine's legal framework, specifically Law of Ukraine No. 2469-VIII “On
National Security” (2018) and Law of Ukraine No. 3321-IX “On Digital Content
and Digital Services” (2023), was examined to determine the country's
incorporation of international legal standards pertaining to security and digital

transformation.

Documents of the United Nations were also used, in particular the United
Nations Charter (2025). In this context, the doctrine of “Responsibility to Protect”
(R2P) played an important analytical role, as it established the responsibility of
the international community to protect populations in cases of mass human rights
violations and transformed the classical understanding of sovereignty by linking
it to the state’s duty to guarantee the basic security of its citizens (UN General

Assembly, 2005).

A separate group of sources comprised analytical materials of such
international organisations as the OSCE, Freedom House, and the International
Crisis Group. The study took into account official reports, conceptual papers, and
analytical briefs on issues of state autonomy, security, hybrid threats, and regional

resilience, in particular, the Freedom House report Nations in Transit 2024

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

(Smeltzer & Karppi, 2024), which assessed the state of democracy and political

stability in the countries of Central Europe and Central Asia; the report of Winkler
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(2025), devoted to security challenges, especially in the context of nuclear threats;
and the analytical work of the International Crisis Group (2025), which analysed
hybrid threats in connection with the war in Ukraine and the prospects for

European security.

The analysis was carried out using the hermeneutic approach, which made
it possible to interpret normative legal acts in connection with national security

strategies and concepts of sovereignty in specific cultural and historical contexts.

2. Results and discussion

The study, conducted within the framework of interdisciplinary legal
analysis, made it possible to identify key trends in the impact of globalisation on
state sovereignty through the lens of normative legal regulation in Azerbaijan,
Israel, Iran, Turkey, and Ukraine. Particular attention was paid to the analysis of
legal acts, political strategies, and institutional practices that shape the legal
response of these states to transnational challenges, as well as to the dynamics of
normative changes since the 1990s. To visually illustrate the evolution in the
countries under study since the 1990s, a comparative analysis of the key stages of
transformation is presented. Table 1 reflects the main milestones in the formation
of the legal and political systems of Azerbaijan, Turkey, and Ukraine, highlighting

the unique trajectories of development under conditions of geopolitical change.

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026
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Table 1. Dynamics of sovereignty transformation after the 1990s

Country 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s
Karabakh Digital
. conflict .
.. Post-Soviet Energy . transformation
Azerbaijan . P (escalation
independence diversification ; and
and partial -
modernisation
settlement)
Departure
End of the Active from the pro- | Regional
Turkey Cold War, Western expansion and
- . rapprochement :
reorientation of ; course, the rise of
. . with the EU .
foreign policy decreased authoritarianism
openness
. The Orange European Full-scale war
Formation of . . . .
_ statehood. the Revolution Integration with Russia, the
Ukraine . ' and the Course, struggle for
first stages of . .
sovereiant Democratic Revolution of | state
gnty Awakening Dignity sovereignty
Regional Abraham
Peace process Second A
. ; stabilisation, Accords,
(Oslo), fight Intifada, s .
Israel . . the beginning | strategic
against increased Y -
. ! of “quiet partnership in
terrorism security . " ;
alliances the region
Post- Geopolitical
revolutionary Confrontation | Sanctions pol
. - X adaptation,
isolation, the with the West, | pressure, -
Iran digital, and
emergence of nuclear support for defence
the Islamic program regional actors
. autonomy
republic

Source: compiled by the authors based on Makovetska et al. (2024).

All the countries studied show a gradual transformation of the legal systems

towards harmonisation with international law; however, the nature and depth of

this process vary significantly, due to both domestic political factors and the

geostrategic positioning of the states. Azerbaijan demonstrates an aspiration to

combine modernisation processes with an emphasis on preserving political

autonomy. In particular, the adoption of the Constitutional Law of the Republic of
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Azerbaijan “On Normative Legal Acts” (2021) establishes mechanisms for
adapting international norms, which are only allowed for implementation if
conforming to national interests. In 2023, Azerbaijan approved the State
Programme of Digital Transformation, which defines the framework of digital
sovereignty in the context of cooperation with European integration structures,
while maintaining the priority of domestic legal doctrine (Ministry of Digital
Development and Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 2025).

Israel, despite its active participation in international organisations such as
the UN and WTO, and its regular legal dialogue with global structures, retains the
priority of national legislation in strategically important areas, particularly in
matters of security, migration, and territorial control. For example, Israel does not
recognise the automatic obligatoriness of decisions by international judicial
bodies, including the International Criminal Court, if contradicting its national
interests. The Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty (1992), in Article 1A,
proclaims that “the State of Israel is a Jewish and democratic state,” underlining
the national character of the legal order. Article 8 of the same law states that
restrictions on fundamental rights are permitted only by law, which corresponds
to the values of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state. In addition, the Basic Law:
The Government (2001), in Article 1, defines that state sovereignty belongs to the
people, which is another confirmation of the priority of internal legal autonomy.
Such a normative structure allows Israel to introduce legal mechanisms to restrain
excessive influence from international law, particularly through the practical
application of the principle of national legislative primacy in cases of conflict with

international obligations.

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026
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In the case of Iran, the legal system reflects a concept of ideological self-
sufficiency, which involves limited borrowing of external legal norms. The
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran (1989) enshrines several principles
that guarantee national sovereignty and non-interference by foreign states. In
particular, Article 9 declares that “in the Islamic Republic of Iran, freedom,
independence, unity, and territorial integrity of the country are inseparable,” and
any external interference in the affairs of the country is prohibited. Article 152
states that Iran’s foreign policy is based on “protection of independence, rejection
of domination, and mutual respect.” Article 153 prohibits any agreements that may
lead to foreign control over the country’s natural resources, economy, or culture.
At the same time, in the fields of health care, environmental security, and technical
regulation, Iran partially implements the provisions of relevant UN and WHO
programmes and documents — particularly within the framework of participation
in global initiatives to combat infectious diseases or climate change. This indicates
a pragmatic approach to selective adaptation of international norms that do not

contradict the fundamental principles of Islamic statehood.

Turkey represents a mixed model of normative adaptation that combines
elements of European integration with the preservation of national control. In
2001, an important reform took place — the codification of the new Turkish Civil
Code (Law No. 4721) (2002), which replaced the old Ottoman code of 1926 and
substantially modernised the legal framework in accordance with European
standards. This step was driven by Turkey’s desire to integrate into the European
Union, as well as by its aim to improve human rights protection, reform family

and inheritance law, and strengthen property rights. The introduction of the new

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

code positively influenced social life, particularly by improving the legal status of
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women and stimulating investment through more transparent and modern rules of
ownership. It also contributed to economic stability and raised the country's

investment attractiveness index.

However, in the 2010s-2020s, a trend towards reduced normative openness
was observed. This was facilitated by the strengthening of domestic political
processes, particularly the rise of authoritarian tendencies, nationalist sentiment,
and the desire to reinforce state control over the legislative framework, which led
to the dominance of domestic policy over international commitments. This
manifested, in particular, in the increased control over the judiciary, complications
in the implementation of decisions of the European Court of Human Rights, and
restrictions on freedom of expression. Nevertheless, Turkey remains a party to key
international treaties, such as the European Convention on Human Rights (1950),

which continues to influence domestic legal policy, albeit with certain limitations.

Since 2014, Ukraine has demonstrated an active course of Euro-integration
adaptation, expressed in the adoption of a number of strategically important laws
that meet the standards and requirements of the European Union. In particular, the
Law of Ukraine No. 2469-VIII “On National Security” (2018) implements key EU
principles in the field of defence and security, including strengthening civilian
control over the armed forces and integrating NATO standards. This is a vital
measure in Ukraine's continuous efforts to strengthen its connections with the
European and transatlantic community. The Law of Ukraine No. 1089-IX “On
Electronic Communications” (2020) harmonises national legislation with the EU

Electronic Communications Directive, particularly regarding the protection of

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

personal data, ensuring competition in the telecommunications market, and

improving the quality of services. The Law of Ukraine No. 3321-1X “On Digital
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Content and Digital Services” (2023) introduces regulations governing
interactions between users and providers of digital products in accordance with
the EU’s Digital Markets Act, thereby creating legal conditions for the

development of the digital economy and protection of consumer rights.

Thus, these laws not only update national legislation but also contribute to
the formation of a flexible model of sovereignty that combines internal
modernisation with external normative compatibility. This reflects Ukraine’s
aspiration to integrate into the international legal environment while maintaining

the foundations of national self-determination.

Azerbaijan’s autonomy is formed under the significant influence of both
external challenges and internal political transformations. The country’s
geopolitical position, at the crossroads of interests of Russia, Turkey, Iran, the
European Union, and China, necessitates constant strategic balancing. Azerbaijan
pursues a policy of multivectorism, which allows it to avoid direct dependence on
any single actor, while simultaneously strengthening its role as a regional mediator

and energy transit hub (Ismayilov et al., 2025; Guliyeva, 2023).

As a multinational and multi-confessional state, Azerbaijan integrates
modernisation processes within the framework of its own identity. In particular,
analysis of the provisions of the Ministry of Digital Development and Transport
of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2025) demonstrates a desire to establish digital
sovereignty through securing the safety of information infrastructure and
harmonisation with international cybersecurity standards. At the same time, these

normative acts take into account international recommendations, in particular

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

those of the Council of Europe and I1SO standards, highlighting Azerbaijan's
efforts to adapt to global legal norms.
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Cohen and Lev (2021) conduct an in-depth analysis of the impact of regional
threats and complex foreign policy strategies on the process of state formation in
Azerbaijan. The authors emphasise that Azerbaijan is in a complex geopolitical
zone where regional and global actors, particularly in the context of Iran-Israel
disputes, force it to find unique ways to assert its autonomy. The active
development of a state sovereignty model that combines military-political
mobilisation, strategic partnerships, and systemic national governance institution
development has addressed these challenges. This comprehensive approach helps
Azerbaijan respond to external threats and strengthen internal stability and social
cohesion. In this model, territorial integrity and a conscious struggle for
ideological autonomy in the region are crucial to long-term political

independence.

Significant attention to key internal aspects of development is paid by Pillay
and Aliyev (2020), who emphasise the role of educational reforms, particularly
vocational education, as a key instrument for ensuring stability and preserving
independence in Azerbaijan. The authors argue that the prompt adaptation of the
education system to changes in the global economy and labour market serves not
only as a response to the challenges of globalisation but also as a strategic element
of societal modernisation. These reforms aim to enhance the competitiveness of
the national economy, strengthen social cohesion, and foster civic identity, all of
which are fundamental factors supporting state sovereignty under contemporary
conditions. Furthermore, the authors stress that the modernisation of education
plays a role in shaping new generations of citizens who can interact effectively

both domestically and globally.

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026
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Acharya (2022) employs Azerbaijan as an example to illustrate a cultural
and historical perspective on the transformation of modern states. The author
argues that modern states should rethink their global role, drawing on Western
models and norms as well as their history, culture, and traditions. The author notes
that the Western narrative on global order does not always match the needs and
realities of countries in the Global South, Caucasus, and Asia. Azerbaijan's desire
for strategic autonomy and political sovereignty is seen as a response to the
changing international power structure from unipolar to multipolar. Azerbaijan is
a prime example of a state that must balance global integration and national
identity in a rapidly changing world.

It is also worth noting the analysis of Azerbaijan’s foreign policy conducted
by Pinfold and Peters (2021), who emphasise that Baku’s modern strategy
demonstrates the limits of Israel's traditional “periphery” doctrine. The authors
point out that Azerbaijan does not position itself solely as an ally or instrument of
major geopolitical players, but acts as a fully autonomous actor capable of
realising its own political will and strategic interests. The authors highlight that
the country effectively balances the interests of key regional and global powers,
such as lIsrael, Iran, and Turkey, while maintaining a maximum level of

independence in decision-making.

Different approaches to understanding sovereignty and strategic autonomy
in contemporary research underscore both internal transformations of the state and
the influence of external factors on its position in the international system. As

Lorenz and Reutter (2009) note, states face a constant challenge of balancing

Afo 6, No. 11, enero-junio, 2026

between preserving the own autonomy and adapting to global changes. A
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comparative analysis of the key aspects of these approaches has been conducted

below using the example of contemporary Azerbaijan (Table 2).

Table 2. Comparison of approaches to sovereignty and strategic autonomy of

Azerbaijan

Aspect

Emphasis of approach

Key implications for
sovereignty

Modernisation and social
change

Focus on internal reforms
and societal transformation

Increasing the efficiency
of the state and
preserving identity

Geopolitical challenges

Strategic mobilisation against
regional threats

Strengthening defence
capabilities, conflict risks

Reforms in education and
human resources

Development of the
professional community as a
basis for state stability

Formation of human
resources for national
development

An alternative global
perspective

Moving away from Western
models, searching for one’s
own foundations

Rethinking the role of the
state in the world order

Balancing between regional
actors

Active manoeuvring between
the influences of major

Maintaining
manoeuvrability, but with
the risk of external

powers

influence

Source: compiled by the authors based on Lorenz and Reutter (2009).

On the one hand, modernisation and social change act as an internal
foundation for maintaining state identity and enhancing the efficiency of public
administration, which is critically important for the resilience of sovereignty. At
the same time, geopolitical challenges compel the country to develop strategies
for military-political mobilisation, which, while strengthening defence
capabilities, also carry risks of escalating regional conflicts. Reforms in education
and the development of human resources serve as key internal assets for ensuring
long-term stability and the competitiveness of the state in the global context
(Khamzin et al., 2016; Aliyev et al., 2024). In addition, the search for alternative

global perspectives and departure from dominant Western models allow
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Azerbaijan to shape a unique approach to its place in the world order, highlighting

the country’s aspiration for strategic autonomy.

On the other hand, active balancing between the influences of major regional
players indicates a desire to maintain flexibility and manoeuvrability in
international relations, which is an important factor in preserving sovereignty
under conditions of multidimensional global interdependence. However, this
balance is not without certain risks, particularly potential external influence and
the weakening of internal autonomy. Thus, the table illustrates that modern
autonomy in Azerbaijan is formed as a result of the interaction between internal
reforms and external challenges, and strategic autonomy represents a dynamic
process that constantly adapts to changes in global politics and economics. This
approach allows for a better understanding of the complexity and multifaceted

nature of state policy in the era of globalisation.

Azerbaijan is pursuing a comprehensive and multi-faceted strategy to bolster
its state sovereignty and enhance its international standing amidst rapid
geopolitical shifts and the influence of regional actors. The study by Tibone (2018)
highlights the diplomatic significance of the pro-Israeli Jewish diaspora in
Washington for Azerbaijan. This connection facilitates communication with the
American political elite, enabling the country to actively shape its image, influence
decision-making processes, and garner external support. Consequently, diplomatic
relations with the diaspora contribute to the preservation and strengthening of
Azerbaijan's autonomy through a global network of influence.

However, alongside successes on the international stage, Azerbaijan faces
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serious regional-scale challenges that threaten the internal stability and security of

the state. Hanjing (2022) analyses the latest Azerbaijani-Iranian tensions,
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emphasising their historical, ethnic, and political roots. These factors create a
complex issue that goes beyond classical state disputes and involves cultural
identity, national security, and regional dynamics. These factors force Azerbaijan
to strengthen its defences and create an adaptive security strategy that considers
external threats and internal social processes. Thus, regional stability depends on
state sovereignty, which requires the country to effectively address military and

political issues.

In the broader regional context, Hitman and Kertcher (2018) examine the
possibility of Arab-Israeli normalisation, which could transform Middle East
geopolitics and affect Azerbaijan. These processes reduce tensions and expand
diplomatic and economic ties, the authors say. In Azerbaijan's foreign policy, this
means new alliances and partnerships can boost strategic autonomy. Azerbaijan
can maintain internal sovereignty while participating in international integration
processes with a more balanced and flexible policy after regional players

normalise relations.

In parallel, Kertcher (2021) provides a detailed analysis of the role of the
UN Security Council in combating terrorism, which directly relates to regional
security and influences the formation of Azerbaijan’s policy. The author
emphasises that international norms and resolutions in the field of countering
terrorist threats define the framework for states’ actions in the region, prompting
the adaptation of internal policies to global security standards as part of a broader
process of integration into the international legal order.

Within the framework of the study on the transformation of sovereignty in
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the era of globalisation, particular significance was attached to the findings of

authoritative international analytical reports, which highlighted the
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interconnection between global political trends, legal norms, and the evolution of
public governance. The Freedom House analytical report “Nations in Transit
2024” reveals profound structural changes in the Central and Eastern European
region, the growth of authoritarianism, and the degradation of democratic
institutions under conditions of instability (Smeltzer & Karppi, 2024). The
processes of globalisation, which were expected to spread democratic standards
and liberal institutions, are increasingly encountering local responses in the form
of power centralisation, restrictions on civil rights, and a rethinking of the
principle of the rule of law. The report demonstrates that states in the post-Soviet
and transitional space are increasingly applying the concept of “managed
democracy” as a tool to preserve stability in the face of hybrid threats, external

pressure, and destructive interference.

In normative and legal terms, the key document defining the current logic of
international intervention in the internal affairs of states is the Outcome Document
of the 2005 UN World Summit (A/RES/60/1) (Winkler, 2025), particularly the
section on the Responsibility to Protect. This concept radically rethinks the
classical doctrine of sovereignty: from absolute inviolability it transforms into a
state’s obligation to protect its population from genocide, war crimes, ethnic
cleansing, and crimes against humanity. Thus, the legitimacy is increasingly
measured not only by the formal attributes of power, but also by a state’s ability
to uphold international human rights standards and respond effectively to
humanitarian crises. At the same time, this approach creates potential grounds for
interpretation and external pressure, which can serve as both a tool of stabilisation

and a means of geopolitical influence.
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The growth of regional instability and changes in the international security
system are thoroughly analysed in the International Crisis Group (2025) analytical
report, devoted to the security architecture of Europe in the context of events in
Ukraine. The report highlights the ambiguity of traditional bloc structures, the
shifting centres of influence, and the increasing role of middle powers in forming
new alliances. Globalisation in the security sphere is manifested in the spread of
new types of threats, cyberterrorism, disinformation, transnational crime, which
transcend state borders and challenge the effectiveness of classical sovereign
response models (Bilokin, 2025; Apakhayev et al., 2018). This necessitates the
adoption of flexible strategies, the strengthening of intergovernmental
cooperation, the development of cross-border mechanisms, and the renewal of
regulatory frameworks to address the modern challenges of global

interdependence.

At the same time, geopolitical challenges compel the country to develop
strategies of military-political mobilisation that ensure national security but also
carry risks of conflict escalation and complicate external relations. This balance
between internal reforms and external pressure is decisive in shaping a flexible
model of sovereignty that allows Azerbaijan to adapt to dynamic global changes

while maintaining control over its own statehood.

Reforms in education and human resources serve as key instruments
ensuring long-term stability and the competitiveness of the country (Fedotova et
al., 2021; Kalaganov et al., 2018). The formation of a highly qualified professional

community not only supports state institutions but also contributes to the
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development of civic identity, reinforcing social cohesion and political stability.

An important component is also the alternative global perspective, which involves
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a rejection of uncritical adoption of Western models and the search for one’s own
foundations for development. This reflects Azerbaijan’s aspiration to defend its
political autonomy and cultural uniqueness in the global context, which becomes
particularly relevant in light of the growing multipolarity of the international

system.

Effective balancing between regional actors, Iran, Turkey, as well as global
players such as the EU and China, creates opportunities for maintaining
manoeuvrability and independence, while simultaneously exposing the country to
risks of external influence and dependency. In this situation, Azerbaijan is shaping
a unique model that combines internal modernisation with flexible foreign policy
strategies. Relevant in the context of modern challenges is the analysis by Schiff
and Kertcher (2023), who explore the phenomenon of “quiet alliances” — flexible,
informal diplomatic agreements that enable countries to resolve complex interstate

conflicts while maintaining a balance of interests and regional stability.

The example of cooperation between the UAE and Israel illustrates how
such strategies contribute to preserving political independence even under
complex geopolitical conditions. For Azerbaijan, this is particularly significant, as
such “quiet alliances” allow it to remain a flexible and adaptive actor in
multidimensional politics, reinforcing internal autonomy while simultaneously
securing stable external partnerships. This approach confirms the effectiveness of
modern models of flexible sovereignty, which serve as an adequate response to
the challenges of global interdependence and shifts in the world order. Domestic

reforms, integrated with modern foreign policy strategies, create the preconditions
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for greater resilience of the state in the global context (Abykeeva-Sultanalieva et
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al., 2022; Zhansagimova et al., 2022). The reforms enhance the ability to adapt to
new challenges while preserving political autonomy and national identity.

In a multipolar world and intensive globalisation, state sovereignty is
changing (Isik et al., 2024; Niyazbekova et al., 2023). Both theoretical and
practical discussions centre on maintaining political autonomy while integrating
into international structures. Selah et al. (2019) examine how neoliberal ideas and
international organisations affect modern states' sovereignty in the context of
modern transformations of its concept and the state's role in a globalised world.
The authors note that the International Monetary Fund, the World Trade
Organisation, and others are urging countries to rethink traditional models.
Azerbaijan and other states often have to give up political and economic autonomy
to join global economic systems, receive financial aid, and access global markets.
This complex balance between sovereignty and global cooperation offers new
development and modernisation opportunities but threatens national policy
control. Neoliberalism changes sovereignty and encourages adaptable interaction
models (Perbawa et al., 2024).

In this same vein, Van Gils (2018) focuses on Azerbaijan’s foreign policy
strategies in relations with the European Union. The author highlights Baku's
pragmatic approach, enabling Azerbaijan to withstand EU pressure while fostering
mutually beneficial bilateral relations, all while preserving its political
independence and diplomatic flexibility. This approach shows political maturity
and strategic autonomy, which is crucial for states that want to maintain

sovereignty while integrating into global structures. The research shows that
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flexible diplomacy helps Azerbaijan balance internal interests and external

challenges, strengthening its international position.
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Additionally, special attention should be given to the role of science,
technology, and innovation as key factors in strengthening sovereignty and
sustainable development of the state. Walsh et al. (2020) highlight the importance
of scientific and technological progress as one of the main elements in achieving
the UN Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. The authors emphasise that
modernising state institutions and introducing new technologies boost economic
growth and political and social stability, which strengthens sovereignty. The active
implementation of scientific and technological innovations in energy, education,
defence, and IT allows Azerbaijan to remain competitive and independent against
global challenges.

In a broader theoretical aspect, Opello and Rosow (2004) examine
contemporary challenges to sovereignty in the era of globalisation, where the
classical understanding of the state as an absolute bearer of power is being
rethought. Transnational corporations, international organisations, and others are
shaping state functioning, according to the authors. This requires more
adaptability, compromise, and flexibility. The transformation process is rethinking
and reformulation, allowing states to interact more effectively with global
structures while maintaining control over their resources and policies. This
approach shows how Azerbaijan and other countries can adapt to new realities

without sacrificing sovereignty in the international system.

Of particular importance is the concept of “digital sovereignty,” actively
developed by Rickert et al. (2022). Traditional legal concepts of integrity and state

self-determination are changing with digitalisation. In the digital age, countries
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must protect their digital infrastructure and data from external threats while

integrating into global digital networks for technological and economic growth
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(Dmytrenko, 2024; Isik et al., 2025). Finding a balance between these
requirements is a new challenge that directly affects states' political and economic
independence, especially those developing digital technologies like Azerbaijan.
This transformation requires technical solutions and legal and political reforms to

define digital sovereignty.

In the current study, it was observed that while all five countries have
progressively modified their legal systems to align with international standards,
the extent and nature of these changes vary according to their internal political
dynamics and geopolitical contexts. Azerbaijan focuses on maintaining political
autonomy while modernising its legal framework. In contrast, Israel prioritises
national sovereignty, particularly regarding security issues. Iran, meanwhile,
selectively incorporates global norms while remaining true to its ideological
principles. Turkey has made significant legal reforms but has recently moved
towards greater domestic control. Ukraine has increased its cooperation with the
European Union. These countries have developed flexible models of sovereignty,
balancing their national interests with international obligations to address the

challenges posed by globalisation.

Conclusion

The conducted interdisciplinary study made it possible to identify key
transformations of state sovereignty under globalisation based on the example of
five countries: Azerbaijan, Israel, Iran, Turkey, and Ukraine. The analysis of
political and legal approaches, strategic decisions, and institutional models made

it possible to state that the classical understanding of this concept as absolute
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autonomy is gradually being replaced by a flexible model that combines
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adaptation to international norms, digital transformation, and the preservation of
national identity. In particular, in the case of Azerbaijan, a consistent evolution is
observed from post-Soviet independence to digital modernisation. The
implementation of digital development programmes, innovations in education,
and cyberinfrastructure is forming new mechanisms of control and increasing the
level of digital sovereignty. Ukraine, under conditions of external aggression, is
strengthening political autonomy through integration into European institutions;
Iran demonstrates a commitment to ideological self-sufficiency; Israel — to cyber
control and regional stability; and Turkey — to geopolitical influence through

active regional expansion.

The comparative analysis showed that all countries respond to global
challenges in different ways. Azerbaijan applies multivector diplomacy, economic
diversification and military strengthening; Israel — cybersecurity and the formation
of strategic alliances; Iran — development of defence autonomy; Turkey —
activation of foreign policy; Ukraine — digital resistance and legal convergence
with the EU. Of particular importance is the use of flexible legal mechanisms that
allow integration efforts to be combined with the protection of national interests.
The results obtained show that sovereignty under modern conditions is not a fixed
category, but is formed as an adaptive and functional system that enables states to
integrate into the global order while protecting the strategic interests. It has been
established that effective sovereignty management requires not only a legal
framework but also a high level of technological readiness, capacity for

information self-defence, and strategic communication.
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An important conclusion is that digital transformation, despite its

effectiveness in modernising public administration, creates new challenge,
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particularly in the areas of cybersecurity, personal data protection, and dependence
on foreign technological solutions. This requires a revision of traditional legal
frameworks of sovereignty and the strengthening of regulatory control in the

digital domain.
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